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were choreographies in circles, in partners, in
lines and in other variations. All the dances
were executed to the sound of the original and
well known Hebrew songs, such as “Hora”
by Yoram Taharlev ,“Baderech Hazara” or
”Haderech el Hakfar”, “El Ha’derech” by
Nurit Hirsh, “Chai” by Ehud Manor, “Od
Yeheye Tov Be’Eretz Yisrael” by Yeshayahu
“Shaike” Paikov etc.

Miri Yagel: “Physical activity for those with
special needs is a necessity. Many are physically
limited and we find ways to improve mobility
and motor skills by various means. Morning
walks, working with equipment, ball games,
strength training via exercise and swimming.
And here too, there is dance with a lot of joy.

“The special education students are usually
confined in their schools; very few are exposed
to a wide variety of external activities. Here,
they are given the opportunity to be exposed
to many groups at a public event, with the
participation of hundreds of other just like them.
The enthusiastic, joyous and open atmosphere
expands awareness and creates a sense of comfort
and a feeling of a full and vital partnership.
The organizers of the event, Ofir Lazar and
Shiral Lazarovitz, emphasize that they are
pleased and elated.

At the end of the performances, all the
participants joined together to form circles
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resulting in a mass dance session performing
dances to the songs of Eretz Israel and to the
special song, “Israel Sheli — My Israel” sung
by Lior Narkis and Yardena Arazi [Yosi
Gispan, lyrics and Orel Gispan, music] and
choreographed by Gadi Bitton for The 70th
Anniversary of the State of Israel and for the
occasion of the Israel Dance event held to
celebrate the declaration of the establishment
of the State of Israel for the May 5 anniversary
celebrations.

And in light of the success, I asked these
two, will this beautiful and founding event be
a one-time occurrence or the beginning of a
tradition?

“Not only will this dance conference become
a tradition, but we aspire to broaden it, to have
more participants, reach more communities and
schools, create the conditions to establish many
dance groups and turn this conference into a
national dance festival and, in the future, even
an international one like other dance festivals
in Israel and around the world”.

Note: the Second Dance Conference for
Special Education Schools, “Celebration in
White” with the theme “Dancing in Unity
- Past in the Present and in the Future”
will be held on Thursday, May 30, 2019 at
10:30 am.
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David Ben-Asher

For the first
timeinlsrael, a
National Dance
Conference

for Special
Education
Schools was
held with

over 400
participants
from across the
country. It was
an educational
undertaking
full of the joy

of life, leaving
everyone
wanting more
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The First Dance Conference
for Special Education

By David Ben-Asher; Photos: David Ben-Asher
Translation by Shani Karni Aduculesi

he National Dance Conference for

I Special Education Schools was held

in honor of the 70th Anniversary of

the State of Israel at the Lev Ha’Park Center in

Ra’anana on Thursday, April 26, 2018. It was

the first conference of its kind, groundbreaking,

brimming with freshness, with dance and

choreography talent, joie de vivre, optimistic
and heart and eye-catching.

More than 400 participants on the parquet
dance floor, special education students along
with their escorts, enthusiastically filled the
large hall and the galleries.

The conference opened with a flag parade
with greetings by the Mayor of Ra’anana, Eitan
Ginzburg, and with guests, Prof. Dr. Yeshayahu
“Shayke” Hutzler of the Academic College at
Wingate [Netanya, Israel] together with students
from his class in adapted physical education
for children with disabilities, Prof. Dr. Diana
RéKlaitiené, Rector and Jurate Pozeriene were
representatives from the Lithuanian Sports
University | LSU, representatives from the
Ra’anana Sports Department, special education
inspectors and other dignitaries who also awarded
certificates of honor to students eligible for
ID cards this year — The 70" Anniversary of
the State.

The initiative and organization of this
conference came from the Agam School
[a private community school for special
education] in Ra’anana, under the direction
of its principal, Efrat Weinberg, with the
conference directed by the physical education
teacher, Ofir Schonwetter-Lazar, the social
coordinator - Shiral Lazarovitz, the teacher
Doria Berditchevsky and with the support
of Miri Yagel - Instructor of the Central
Region for Special Education in the Ministry
of Education.

One after the other, eight school dance groups
from different places in Israel performed — Shirat
Halev, Beit Issie Shapiro, Psifas (Beit Eckstein
Special Education) and Kramim Elementary
School [in Modiin], Lotem [Northern Israel
Galilee], Szold [Hula Valley], Agam and the Ziv
School [Ra’anana] in addition to members of the
Ra’anana Dance Center, (a guest performance).

Among the dancers were children and
teenagers, boys and girls with various cognitive
levels of developmental and various physical
disabilities, many of them in wheelchairs and
with limited mobility.

Despite these limitations, the teachers created
an impressive and beautiful performance. There
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Organizers from right: Efrat, Doria, Ofir, Shiral



